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Starting a New Fellowship Group at the New Church on Friday Evening

Primarily due to the space limitation in the old church, for years parents of the teens who attend the Friday evening’s youth fellowship can’t stay for their own fellowship. We as the church missed the golden opportunities to introduce Christ and the salvation to them. This is all going to change! After the new church is complete, there will be plenty of spaces for new fellowship groups to meet. Parents can stay for bible study or special topic discussions, and there will be consistent opportunities to introduce gospel to non-believers.

We have socialized the idea of forming a new fellowship group in parallel with the youth fellowship to outreach to the teen’s parents with the pastor, ministers, deacons and fellowship group leaders and have received unanimous support. However, it requires your participation to make it a reality. To start, we think we need three families or six individuals who can attend this fellowship regularly. We figure with the three families or six individuals as the base, plus other members and the non-believers, we will have a solid fellowship group. With God’s blessing, we won’t be surprised to see this fellowship grow to 20 or 30 or even more people in a year or two.

Many of us are comfortable with our current fellowship groups. Indeed, we put in years of effort to build up the deep bonding with brothers and sisters in our current fellowship group. It’s difficult to leave them and join a new fellowship group. But to spread the gospel, we must step outside of our comfort zone. It is our responsibility from God to spread gospel to non-believers. Jesus said in Matthew 28:18-20, “…Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, … and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you…”  That’s right. Jesus has commanded us, each of us, that is you and me, to spread gospel to non-believers.

We are looking for individuals or families as founding members of this new fellowship group. We ask you to commit to at least one year to attend to this new fellowship group regularly. With God’s blessing, we believe this new fellowship will stand firmly on its own footing after one year, and the founding members could return to their original fellowship groups if they choose to do so. 

Please pray sincerely for this new fellowship group.

If you would like to join this new fellowship group, please call or email to John Sun.

732-946-7312 (evening) or jhsun88@hotmail.com.
Paired Fellowship Group Meetings

Recently many fellowship groups have held or plan to hold paired fellowship group meetings.  Some of these groups engaged in joint bible study or special topic discussions, while others combined for picnics or outreach meetings.  Feedback has been positive as members stated that they had a lot of fun and got to know one another better.  They also learned from each other different ways and styles for conducting group meetings.

The following is a partial listing of the paired fellowship group meetings:

Marlboro – Old Bridge (Held on 3/25/05)

Morganville – YAMF

Holmdel North – YAMF

Apple Grove– Morganville, YAMF

MistValley – YAMF

Old Bridge - YAMF

Joy – YAMF

Freehold – Ryan (6/25/05)

Middletown - Ryan

Cantonese – EFF (7/16/05)

Pine – Women Thursday (To Be Scheduled)

Apple Grove Fellowship (Jesse Wu)

The Apple Grove Fellowship plans to hold a BBQ in the summer for outreach to friends, neighbors and those who haven’t come to the fellowship for some time. We will also have a paired fellowship meeting with Morganville fellowship, probably in the summer.

Cantonese Fellowship (Anny Wong)

*** Cantonese fellowship group is not regionally based. It has many attendees and needs a large space for gathering. Therefore, it plans to move to the new church after completion.

*** Cantonese congregation has a new website. Please check it out.

http://cantonese.mccc.org
Freehold Fellowship (Yung-Chao Yu)

1) Tung Bo-Bo, father of Cheng-Hsien Tung, just had a surgery on both knees. He is still going through rehabilitation. Please pray for his speedy and complete recovery.

2) Please continue to pray for the health of An-An, Yung-Chao and Shuw-Chin’s daughter.

3) Freehold fellowship group plan to have a picnic and joint fellowship with Ryan and YAMF fellowship on June 25, 2005.

Holmdel North Fellowship (William Ferng)

This year we are trying to build a long-lasting relationship with some non-believing friends. In March we held an outreach gathering in Jonathan and Ammie’s house.  All the attendees brought their favorite dishes to share. Nine newcomers joined us.  After a good time of singing hymns, Shirley Hwang shared her recent experiences about how the Lord led her through difficult times. Everyone was encouraged by the testimony.  This gathering is a good platform for relationship building.

To avoid overly burdening our non-believing friends with too many fellowship meetings, we decided to have two types of fellowship meetings, each bi-weekly. One is for believers: The character of Christ – aimed to model after Christ for building Christian characters. The other is geared toward introducing non-believers to Christianity. So far we have used the Gospel of John and a Video Series by Yuan Zhi-Min. Some of our new friends have indicated interest in topics about family relationships and wife to mother-in-law relationships.  Currently we are looking into a series, published by Christian Renewal Ministry, that covers a variety of topics including the aforementioned ones. 

Two of our new friends, Sam Liang and Yvonne Mao who are husband and wife, left us for their new jobs at Dallas and Louisiana, respectively. We held a warm farewell dinner at William & Dun-yen’s home. Pastor Chang and we have invited the wife to join the Dallas church shepherded by Pastor Lee-Ho Hwang who was a dear brother in MCCC years ago. We hope that their short stay at MCCC will make them desire to know more about Christianity. 
The attendance of our non-believing friends has been fluctuating, but some faithful ones come consistently. Please pray that we will faithfully bring the good news to them so that they may come to a saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Recently, we held a get-together dinner party during the July 4th weekend at Jonathan and Ammie’s home. Fellowship members and friends enjoyed a great meal prepared by the host family and members and a wonderful time fellowshipping with each other.
Holmdel South Fellowship (Alice Lin)

1) Holmdel South and Joy fellowship groups held a paired fellowship group meeting at Brother Yuhmin and Shufen Hwang’s house. We started with exercise to flex and stretch our body, followed by a special topic on ‘Know Fear’. We all enjoyed this joint fellowship very much and vowed to do it again.

2) Holmdel South fellowship group was also blessed with four new members: Wang Bo-Bo and Bo-Mu, and James and Sheri Ko.
Joy Fellowship (Lilly Wang)

1) Our beloved brother Bill Lee was diagnosed with a tumor in his colon. Thank the Lord it is a pre-cancer type, i.e., it is not cancer, but could turn into cancer if it is not treated. Bill’s operation will be performed on July 15. Please pray for God’s healing power, a successful and smooth operation, a complete cure and a speedy recovery.

2) We had a joint fellowship meeting in May with Holmdel North and plan to have another meeting with YAMF in the future. We got to meet with new brothers and sisters and learn from one another different ways of fellowship, bible study and discussion.

Marlboro Fellowship (Elizabeth Chu)

Prayer Requests: Lo-Min and Shu-Hua will go back to Taiwan. Please pray that:

a. Lo-Min and Shu-Hua will be bold to share gospel,

b. Lo-Min’s dad, brother and sister will accept salvation

c. They may have a safe trip and get used to local weather, food and stay healthy

Thanks for your prayers in advance, and God will remember your labor.

Middletown Fellowship (Harold Chen)

Middletown Fellowship will take two months off this summer. Preceding the break we plan to have a joint fellowship meeting and a potluck with Ryan fellowship.
Pine Fellowship (Chu-Yeh Chang)

In the past, Pine Fellowship usually took two months off during the summer so that some members of the Pine fellowship could take care of their grandchildren who were off from school. However, this year Pine fellowship will continue to meet during the summer so that those members who are either single or no longer have young grandchildren to baby-sit can continue to fellowship. We will meet every other week at Brother Jonathan and Ammie Chao’s house. Chang Bo-Bo will lead the study on select chapters of Psalms. After the fellowship, we will enjoy a potluck lunch.

Women (Monday) Fellowship (Yu Tsai)

Women (Monday) Fellowship will stop meeting for two months during the summer time. At our last fellowship in June, we had an outing to Princeton area where we toured the Princeton campus and enjoyed a nice meal in a Chinese restaurant. We had a good time fellowshipping with one another and appreciating God’s creation – through nature and food.

Women (Thursday) Fellowship (Shiyu Zeng)

Shiyu will take over the responsibilities as fellowship leader from Lian Du, who instead will concentrate on leading VBS this summer. In addition, Women Thursday fellowship will stop meeting for two months so that we can care for kids who are off from school during the summer time. We will start meeting again after Labor Day.

Young Adult Mandarin Fellowship – YAMF (James Huang)

YAMF has chosen to attend meetings held by other fellowship groups during the summer. We have a busy schedule. So far we have plan to have meetings with Morganville, Holmdel North, Apple Grove, Mist Valley, Old Bridge and Joy fellowships. At the end of this summer, we probably know more people than any other fellowship groups.

