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Help Needed

Pine Fellowship needs your help to transport the elders (seniors) to their Bible Study. If you can help, please contact Chang Bo-Bo, 章楚業弟兄732-671-1751, E-mail: margaret@mccc.org. Additionally, from time to time they need help to translate letters or documents from English to Chinese (speaking only, you don’t have to translate them in writing). Any help you can provide, even occasionally, will be greatly appreciated.

Editorial

As Elder Martin said, fellowship groups are the grass roots of MCCC, and strong MCCC is built upon strong fellowship groups. The role of Fellowship Group Leaders is to pastor the flocks - the fellowship group members.

The purposes of this newsletter are:

· to provide a platform for information sharing among fellowship groups

· to enhance the bonding of brotherhood/sisterhood in Christ

· to share experience in caring, outreach and discipleship

· to magnify the power of joint prayers for our church, and people in illness and in needs

This is the first issue of MCCC Fellowship Group Quarterly Newsletter. We intentional keep it simple to minimize the effort required. But we still need your contribution to keep it meaningful.

Please share this newsletter with members of your fellowship group.

Message from Pastor Chang

Thanks to the last fellowship meeting on 3/5/05. It did encourage Holmdel North Fellowship Group. Last Friday (March 18, 2005) they had an Outreach Night. It proves that as long as you have a heart for God, He can use you. There were 7 new friends showing up, not to mention that several old lost faces came back again.

All brothers and sisters brought dishes that were fancier than Chinese lunar new year eve’s banquet. Ammie graciously opened her home again. Brother Jonathan led the hymns while Esther played the piano. (Wish she could do it every Friday night!) Brother William Ferng led a marvelous ice-breaking game. Sister Shirley (Chiang) Huang gave us her soul-searching testimony that helped many. Carol and I left after 10 o'clock for my swimming (as a therapy to my back). Dunyen Ferng told me later that people enjoyed so much that they stayed until 11pm. May the friendship help those non-believers to find new life at this old fellowship.

The morale is back!!

God be with them.
Message from Elder Ron Lo

Life is short. It is vital for us to examine ourselves regularly to see if we are worthy of God's calling to be His children. What is the purpose of our lives? Now how shall we live? May God's love encourages us to make a daily effort to abide in Him, meditate on His words and be obedient to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. You will be amazed by how God is going to change your lives and use you to reach new friends and bring them to Christ. We love to hear your stories.

Paired Fellowship Group Meetings

Last year the Joy Fellowship and Ryan Fellowship held a joint meeting. Since then, we felt a lot closer to each other. It is this reason that we encourage each fellowship group to have a paired meeting with another fellowship group so that we can build stronger brotherhood/sisterhood in Christ. We figure if each fellowship group holds a paired fellowship group meeting with a different fellowship group each year, we will get to know most of MCCC members in a few years. And the more we know one another, the better we can serve Christ together.

We would like to congratulate both Marlboro and Old Bridge Fellowship Groups as they will be the first ones in 2005 to hold joint meeting together. I am sure they will find it to be a worthy experience. Below are the groups planning to have joint meetings:

Marlboro – Old Bridge (To be held on 3/25/05)

Joy – YAMF (To Be Scheduled)

Cantonese – EFF (To Be Scheduled)

Pine – Women Thursday (To Be Scheduled)

Apple Grove Fellowship (written by Haichun Lu)

The Apple Grove Fellowship (north Holmdel and Hazlet area) meets each Friday from 8 to 10 PM. Our discussion each week is based on a New York Times #1 Best Seller: The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. This book consists of 40 chapters to explore five purposes of our life: 

Purpose #1: You were planned for God's pleasure.

Purpose #2: You were formed for God's family.

Purpose #3: You were created to become like Christ.

Purpose #4: You were shaped for serving God.

Purpose #5: You were made for a mission. We are currently in chapter 36.

If you are interested in joining our fellowship, please contact Ron Lo at (732)888-7955.

Cantonese Fellowship

The Cantonese Fellowship meets at members’ houses alternately until the completion of new Chapel at Holland Road on the 1st and the 3rd Saturday of each month from 5:00pm to 8:30pm.  Activities include prayer, songs, testimonies, bible studies, and topic discussions or gospel videotapes.  After discussions, we have a potluck dinner and dessert. A bible-reading schedule is assigned followed by a review.

The Cantonese Fellowship holds two outreach activities per year on Chinese New Year and during the Mid-Autumn Festival.  Programs include a guest speaker or gospel movie, theme messages, games, skits, raffles, and children performances.  A $6 fee is required for the group buffet night.  The last summer retreat with a guest speaker was held in 2002.  We also compile e-mail lists for the notification of events, reminders, and worship services.  Our group provides transportation to services and loving care for those in need.  We also have four small cell groups for individual caring purposes.

If we were to pair with another fellowship, English fellowship would be the best choice.  Thank you.

English Family Fellowship (EFF)

Shortly after MCCC started the English worship service, a few families attending the service felt the need to know one another better and encourage one another in their Christian walk. So our fellowship was formed in 1992 with five families. Over the years, we have experienced members moving away, recovering from illness, losing jobs, becoming grandparents, and reaching retirement. Nevertheless, we have kept our fellowship going and we now have fifteen families in the fellowship and on average nine families in each meeting.

Every month, we meet on the second and fourth Sunday evenings except during the summer. We take turns hosting the fellowship meetings and facilitating the discussions. Currently our meeting time is from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. We start with some casual fellowship time, continue with one hour of book study/discussion, and finish with a good potluck dinner. Occasionally, we will all go out and have a good feast. The discussion is conducted in English, while the casual fellowship time is usually conducted in any language/dialect you feel comfortable with (English, Mandarin, or Cantonese). So far, we have studied The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer, On asking God Why by Elisabeth Elliot, some of Pastor Chang’s sermon notes (translated into English by Joe Cheung), Three Steps Forwards, Two Steps Back by Charles R. Swindoll, etc. We just finished The Purpose Driven Life by Ric Warren, and will start a new book – O Say Can You See (Biblical Stories About Spiritual Blindness) by James W. Moore.  We have families with young children, teenagers, college kids and grown-up kids. When we started, all our children were still with us at home, now we have more empty nesters. The bottom line is, in our fellowship, it does not matter how old or how young, you are always welcome to join.
Holmdel North Fellowship (William Ferng)

Held an Outreach Night on 3/18. Please see Pastor Chang’s message above for details.

Holmdel South Fellowship (Alice Lin)

Holmdel South Fellowship has 8 families attending regularly every Friday night 7:30 PM to 11:00PM. 2 out of 8 families their spouses are still non-believers. Recently we start a new activity before Bible study called gymnastics with hymns. Brothers and sisters will sing and dance following the beautiful songs from the screen, the DVD originally created from Taiwan local church. Our arms flutter as we sing if we rise on the wing of the dawn and settle on the far side of the sea. Through this 50- minute exercise the fatigue from the work is gone and everyone is in high spirits preparing his (her) heart for studying God’s words.

We plan to use the Concise Theology and study Psalms interchangeably so we will grow not only intellectually but also affectionately.

We would like to meet other Fellowship members and to have paired Fellowship group meeting in the summer.

Joy Fellowship (Lilly Wang)

There are about 34 members in Joy Fellowship, about 1/3 are non-believers. Most of us have grown children.  We meet twice a month. On 2nd Monday night, we study Romans this year. The attendees are from 8 to 14 persons. On the last Saturday afternoon of each month, we use the books生活造就系列, written by李順長牧師. Saturday fellowship usually followed by potluck dinner and the turnout is around 20 to 30 persons. We used Saturday fellowship for outreach. Brothers and sisters take turns in leading and hosting the meeting.

Mist Valley Fellowship (Bob Sung)

Mist Valley Fellowship has about 6 families attending regularly. Most Brothers and Sisters live in Holmdel Township, and two families in Red Bank. Currently we have 4 families open their houses for bi-weekly fellowship, 3 in Holmdel and 1 in Red Bank. It has been a tradition that we rotate the fellowship leader’s role among James Ko, Ting-Pang Cheng and Bob Sung.  Bob is the current fellowship leader for 2004 school year (July 2004 to June 2005).  We believe the fellowship group is the time and place to share the living and spiritual experience, and learn from one another.  To make the fellowship not just a regular party, we do have study time. Typically we study Bible or use special material to feed our spiritual need.  Our fellowship usually started with Hymn singing, sharing, studying, and then concluded by a potluck and casual conversation.  We have children range from 4 to 11.  Several children just turned their ages to 12, starting to attend Youth Fellowship at the same time of our fellowship.

We do want:

1. the chance to meet other Fellowship members and share with or learn from them.

2. children program for kids, if that can be done in the new church will be great

We keep trying to invite new people to join us but that has not been easy.  Even some Brothers and Sisters couldn’t attend our fellowship most of time, or dropped out completely for certain reasons. We believe we must keep our faith strong, feel like it and join it are the basic thing we need to do before we can have new people join us, stay with us and be saved by God.

Pine Fellowship (Chu-Yeh Chang)
松柏團契現況：

(一) 計劃找另一團契開聯會：

   正與婦女團契龔煉姊妹商談舉行聯合聚會，可能擇期在星期四，配合婦女團契聚會日。待確定後報告。

(二) 松柏團契為年長弟兄姊妹的聚會，每週三上午9時半至中午12時或I 時。 原在West Front 教堂時有 potluck, 目前暫用陳麗華姊妹在Hwy35公文數學教室聚會現每次聚會人數有25 至 30。無Potluck。

每次聚會由排定領會主持，領唱聖詩、禱告、或分享靈修和生活見證。其餘時間由張牧師帶領查經或教授其他教材。上次講詩篇中的上行詩。2005年2月2 起講耶穌所行的神蹟。

每次聚會由張徐宗和師母開車接送﹐最多只能接6人﹐有需要時張麟至牧師﹑丁肇玲姊妹也參加接送。盼望新堂啟用後﹐能增加接送者幫忙。(松柏小組長：章楚業弟兄 732-671-1751, E-mail: margaret@mccc.org)

Women (Thursday) Fellowship (Lian Kung)

The Thursday Women Fellowship meets once a week from 9:30am to 12:30pm. This year our activities include prayer, worship, Bible study (John + Psalm) and book study (The purpose driven life). In between there are special topics given by guest speakers (sisters from other fellowship). We welcome sisters of any age: newly wed or empty nest; working or non-working; married or non-married. To find out our current location of meeting, please call Lian Kung 732-695-1028. We plan to have joined meeting with Pine Fellowship after we move in the new church.
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